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By the time you get this edition the 
refurbished promenade should be nearly 
completed. This project has been jointly 
funded by Hampshire County Council, 
New Forest District Council and the 
Parish Council. It is hoped that the new 
promenade will be enjoyed by both 
residents  and  visitors alike. 
 
The Parish Council has agreed its 
budget and its precept for next year. In 
this edition we have covered how the 
Council Tax bill is made up along with 
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�The Council recognises that the fear of 
crime amongst residents is high and that 
we all still suffer from antisocial 
behaviour caused by a minority of 
people.  
 
In recent months the Council has 
suffered vandalism to its public open 
spaces and the money spent on 
repairing the area is unavailable to be 
spent on other services.  
 
As part of its budget setting process the 
Council has decided to make provision 
for a Community Warden service 
dedicated to the Parish.  
 
Although the total cost of providing the 
service is around £70,000 per annum 
the increase per household in the Parish 
Council’s part of the Council Tax is only 
around 15 pence per week for a Band D 
property. 
 
Having made the commitment to provide 
the service the Council has formed a 
small working group which will include 

  

details of the budget and new initiatives 
that we will be undertaking. 
 
We have also included the results of the 
questionnaire on Community Safety which 
was included in the last edition. 
 
The New Hampton Cinema at the Parish 
Hall continues to be a success and details 
of future films can be found inside this 
newsletter and the community website at 
www.hytheonline.com.  
 
 

  the local police to plan for the 
implementation of the service from next 
April. 
 
There is still a number of issues to resolve 
such as who will provide the service? will 
the wardens be employed directly? or will 
the service be provided by a third party? 
such as a neighbouring authority or the 
County Council. What hours should they 
cover? should they be trained to allow 
them to issue fixed penalty notices?. 
 
The Chairman of the Council, Mike Short 
said, “I am sure that local residents will 
welcome this initiative which I believe will 
go a long way to improving our residents’ 
quality of life for a very small weekly 
increase in our part of the Council Tax. 
The new service will compliment our other 
initiatives such as the Handy Trust which 
works with young people and will work 
closely with the local Police and 
Hampshire’s Accredited Safety Officers.” 
 
The next edition of the newsletter will 
contain further details of the new service. 
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Each year every household is sent a bill 
for Council Tax by New Forest District 
Council. 
 
However the amount on the demand 
covers services provided by 
several different organisations. 
 
The amount for the Parish Council is 
 known as the Precept. 
 
In order to help understand the bill, the 
chart below shows the breakdown by 
organisation of the weekly Council Tax 

charge of £23.58 for a Band D property 
within the Parish for the current year 
2005/06. 
 
The services provided by each 
organisation are detailed in the literature 
which accompanies the bill when it is 
sent out in April each year.                        
 
As can be seen from the chart the 
amount payable out of the £23.58 to the 
Parish Council equates to just over a £1 
per week  
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At its meeting in December the Council 
agreed its budget for the forthcoming 
year. 
 
Overall the Parish precept will increase 
by around 19 pence per week per 
household. 
 
This increase  will allow the following 
initiatives to be undertaken:  

·  The introduction of a 
Community Wardens scheme. 
 

·  The completion of a major 
refurbished play area at Ewart 
Recreation Ground (It is 
anticipated that the play area 
will be ready around May/June 
2006). 

·  Continuation of the Market Town 
initiative ( which brought the 
Cinema back to Hythe.) 
 

·  Continued support for the Handy 
Trust and its work with young 
people. 
 

·  Continued improvement program 
for the allotment sites. 
 

·  Additional spring bulb planting 
along Southampton Road. 
 

·  New hanging baskets for the 
newly completed promenade. 
 

·  New cycle racks at Council 
buildings. 
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The Parish Council is disappointed, to say 
the least, that over £5,000 has had to be 
spent to clear up rubbish and discarded 
household appliances instead of spending 
the money on much needed facilities for 
the community. 

The money spent on clearing the land at 
the top of Hardley Lane at Forest Front is 
a cost on top of the £11,000 that has 
recently been paid by New Forest District 
Council and Hampshire County Council to 
clear adjacent land. In total over £16,000 
of your money, collected via the council 
tax bill, has been spent clearing up behind 
members of the public who could not be 
bothered to use the Household Waste 
Recycling Centres within the district. 
 
If any dumped items can be traced to a 
householder either the Police or the 
Council will prosecute the offender.  The 
maximum penalty for fly tipping is £20,000 
or up to 6 months in prison. 
 
You might think that because you do not 
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� dump rubbish that this does not affect you 

but be warned that if you pay someone to 
clear your rubbish, you must check with 
your contractor where the rubbish is going 
to be taken to.  If it gets dumped illegally 
and is traced back to you, you will be 
responsible for it! 
 
You can check whether your contractor is 
licensed to dispose of rubbish on the 
Environment Agency’s website at  
 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
 

If you know of anyone who has disposed 
of their rubbish illegally, please phone the 
Police on  

0854 045 45 45. 
 

Everyone’s help is vital to keep the area 
clean and free from rubbish.  By keeping it 
clear the Council will be able to spend the 
Council Tax payers’ money on better 
things for the community. 
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�Irresponsible dog owners, who fail to clear 
up after their dogs, present a very real 
threat to health as well as being a 
nuisance. 

 
In the past, Hythe and Dibden Parish 
Council used a combination of education 
and enforcement to deal with this problem.  
Now, as dog owners know, they should 
clear up after their dogs for health and 
environmental reasons. Anyone found 
failing to clear up after their dogs will have 
enforcement action taken against them. 
 
Neil Burton, an authorised officer who 
issues Fixed Penalty Notices on behalf of 
the Council, says, “Failing to clear up 
behind a dog, especially around sports 
pitches and recreation areas, is very anti-
social and is a potential health risk”. 
 
Land within the Council’s ownership is 
covered under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) 
Act 1996 and carries a penalty of a £50 

Fixed Penalty Notice.  If the Fixed Penalty 
Notice is not paid within 14 days, the 
offender may face court action and a fine 
of up to £1,000. 
 
The Council is carrying out robust 
enforcement action around its land and if 
you do not want to risk being issued with a 
Fixed Penalty Notice, always ensure that 
you clear up behind your dog and that you 
have a supply of bags with you. 
 
The Parish Council’s Chairman, Mike 
Short says, “Dog mess can spread illness 
and even blind children.  A few moments 
to clean up after your dog can save 
potential heartache.  Please do not wait 
for a fine.” 

 

 

Neil Burton, Dog Warden 
says “ Failing to clear up 
behind a dog, especially 

around sports pitches and 
recreation areas, is very 

anti-social and is a potential 
health risk”  
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Hythe and Dibden Parish Council 
purchased The Grove in St. John’s 
Street, Hythe in 1994.  Along with the 
Parish Council, the building is home to 
New Forest District Council’s Local 
Information Office, Citizens Advice 
Bureau, Victim Support, The Handy 
Trust, Hampshire County Council’s 
Accredited Community Safety Officers, 
the New Forest Disability Group and the 
Consulate of the Netherlands.  This 
makes the building a very convenient 
“one stop” shop for members of the 
public. 

 
Visitors to The Grove may not be aware 
of the garden to the rear of the building 
or of the fact that the garden is open for 
all members of the public to enjoy. 
 
There are several seats scattered on the 
perimeter of the garden for visitors to 
rest awhile and enjoy the tranquil 
setting. 
 
The Grove and its grounds have a 
substantial amount of history linked to 
them and many locals will remember 
that Sir Christopher Cockerell developed 
the hovercraft using the testing tank that 

was situated on the land that has now 
become Sir Christopher Court. 
 
There is a monument at the bottom of 
the garden dedicated to Sir Christopher 
Cockerell, who was born in 1910 and 
died in June 1999 on the eve of the 
40th anniversary of the launch of the 
hovercraft. 
 
A sundial was placed in the garden to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of 
VE Day on 8 May 1995 and to 
complete the picture there is a central 
flowerbed with a decorative urn.  The 
flowerbed is planted by the Council’s 
maintenance team with an interesting 
arrangement of seasonal plants. 
 
Waterside Arts have made use of the 
picturesque garden during its summer 
arts festival by having musical recitals 
and the council chamber, within the 
building, has been used for displays of 
artwork as well as for the meetings of 
the Council and its Committees. 
 
If you would like more information on 
the history of The Grove, contact 
Graham Parkes by email at 
 waterside-heritage@supanet.com.   

The New Hampton Cinema, which 
continues to go from strength to 
strength, started the New Year by 
showing ‘Pride & Prejudice’ on the 17th 
January.  
 
Coming soon are:     
 
Wallace and Gromit  14th February 
(half term) Matinee show only 
 
Kinky Boots           28th February 
 
Mrs Henderson Presents  15th  March          
 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire          
7th April (Easter Holiday) Matinee show 
only 
 
Tickets for all performances can be 
obtained from the Waterside Herald 

office, Admirals Way. The cinema is so 
popular it’s a good idea to buy your 
tickets in advance to avoid 
disappointment! 
 
HytheOnline.com is also coming along 
well. More members of the community 
are using the online forms to advertise 
events on the ‘What’s On’ page and 
put information about their 
organisations on the ‘Community’ 
page, therefore building up an up to 
date source of local information.  
 
You can also find out other useful titbits 
such as tide times and school holidays 
until 2008!  
 
If you want to add information go to 
www.hytheonline.com and complete 
one of the online forms. 
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Thank you to all those who took the time to complete and return the Community 
Safety Questionnaire in the last issue. Unfortunatley the numbers returned were 
not as high as we hoped and as a consequence the results may not be truly 
representative of the whole community. However, set out below are some of the 
findings 

The majority of people (93 %) filling in the questionnaire felt very or fairly safe in 
their home in the day but this percentage fell to 71% at night. 

The majority of people, (95%) felt very or fairly safe visiting the centre  of Hythe 
during the day; however, this figure dropped to 30%  in relation to visiting the 
centre of Hythe during the hours of darkness. 
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The survey also asked for respondents to rank their concerns in relation to 
community safety. Set out below is a chart showing the major concerns along with 
the percentage of people who were fairly concerned or very worried about the 
issue. 
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As part of its budget process for 
2006/07 the Council has, as in 
previous years, set aside a limited 
amount of funds to support local 
organisations and groups that benefit 
the local community.  
 
During this current financial year the 
Council has given grants to 19 different 
groups and organisations with the 
amount ranging from £100 to £1200.   
 
Whilst each application is considered 
on its own merits it is not the Council’s 
priority to fund ongoing annual running 

costs but to help with set up costs or 
once off capital costs. 
 
Applications are considered  by the 
Council twice a year, usually May 
and November. 
 
If your group or organisation wishes 
to apply for grant aid, application 
forms and further details are 
available from Jan Bevis on 023 
8084 1411 ext 201.  

�� � � � 
 � �	� �0� �� 	� �6
 � � 	�� � � � �� � �, � � 
 �	� �� � � 	7� �

�

0.00 10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00 70.00

Drunk people causing you a problem at night

Vandalism or Damage to your property

Having a car or other vehicle broken into/vandalised

Theft from your garden/grounds, shed,garage or farm

Drug related incident/crime

Having your home burgled

Road Rage

Street Robbery/mugging

Bogus Callers

Having a car or other vehicle stolen

%

 



The Grove, 25 St John’s Street, Hythe, Hampshire, SO45 6BZ 
 

www.hytheanddibden.gov.uk 

 

� � � �� � �� �� 	
 � � � � � � � �$�� ��� �

�/7� �� � 	� � �� � �( � �0� � � � �* � � �� � 
 �� � 	� � �� � �� � 
 � � �

�

� � 
 � �� � 
 � � ����� �* � 	�� � �8�+
 	
 � � �( � � 	�� � � �

� The Council and each of its committees 
meet eight times during the year.  
 
All meetings are held at The Grove with 
the exception of the Annual Parish 
Meeting which is held at the Parish 
Hall. 
 
The Planning Committee meets the 
same day as other committee and 
Council meetings. 
 
Planning Committee meetings start at 
7.00 pm whilst those of the Council, 
Amenities Committee and the General 
Purposes and Finance Committees 
start at 8.00pm. 
 
All Council Meetings and Committee 
Meetings have time set aside for public 
participation. 
 
The Council welcomes any questions 
or comments on issues concerning the 
Parish. 
 

The following are the scheduled 
meetings between February 2006 and 
April 2006: 
 
 
  6 February    Council   
 
13 February    Amenities Committee 
 
20 February    General Purposes and  
                        Finance Committee 
 
13 March        Council 

 
20 March        Annual Parish Meeting 
                       (Parish Hall) 
 
3 April             Amenities Committee 
 
10 April           General Purposes and 
                        Finance Committee 
  
Further details can be obtained from  
the website or Council Office 
 

 
“All Council Meetings 

and Committee 
Meetings have time 
set aside for public 

participation.”  

 

You will find a car sticker with this 
edition of the Parish Picture.  This 
sticker has been produced by Hythe 
and Dibden Parish Council on the 
recommendation made by its Speed 
Restriction Working Party. 
 
The Parish Council is committed to 
trying to do what it can to make the 
local roads safer for its residents.  The 
Speed Restriction Working Party was 
set up in 2003 with two aims. 
 
One is to reduce the speed of traffic in 
and around village centres, schools 
and other identified areas where there 
are traffic speed problems and the 
other is to address local concerns 
relating to traffic speed. 
 
The Council does not have any powers 
to impose speed restrictions. However 
it can make representations to the 
relevant authorities and request 
assistance to remedy problems.  It can 
also help to educate road users and it 

has considered that getting motorists 
to take notice of the speed limits is a 
good place to start. 
 
These car stickers have been 
launched with a view to increase 
motorists’ awareness of the speed 
limit that has been imposed on the 
roads on which they are travelling.   
 
Many drivers will have found that 
when they adhere to a speed limit, 
other drivers show their frustration by 
driving exceedingly close to their rear 
bumpers.   
 
This sticker has been worded to give 
the explanation as to why you are 
travelling at your chosen speed. 
 
Please display the sticker with pride 
and adhere to the speed limits. 
 

“ 58% of cars, 54% of 
motorcycles and 53% 

of HGVs exceeded the 
30mph limit 

National DOT survey 
2003.”  
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Your Parish Councillors 
 

Butts Ash 
    

Graham Parkes* 28 Lodge Drive Dibden Purlieu 
SO45 5LX 

023 8084 7388 graham.parkes@nfdc.gov.uk  

Mike Short 17 Beverley Road 
Dibden Purlieu 
SO45 4HR 

023 8084 2776 mikeshort@talktalk.net Chairman 

David Smith 21d Crete Road 
Dibden Purlieu 
SO45 4JX 

023 8084 6289 davidandannsmith@btinternet.com 
 

     
Dibden     
Malcolm Wade* 1 Bullrush Close 

Dibden Purlieu 
SO45 4NN 

023 8084 7218 malcolm.wade@newforest.gov.uk  

Jonathan Bennett 2 Foxtail Drive 
Dibden Purlieu 
SO45 4NZ 

023 8084 1172 jonastra@aol.com  

����
    

Dibden Pur lieu     
Chris Harrison* 15 Corsair Drive 

Dibden 
SO45 5UF 

023 8084 8929 chris@j-harrison.fsnet.co.uk  

Brenda Smith* 6 Merriemeade Close  
Dibden Purlieu 
SO45 4PZ 

023 8084 9696 brenda.smith@newforest.gov.uk  Vice Chairman 

     
Furzedown     
George Dawson 115 Heatherstone Avenue 

Dibden Purlieu 
SO45 4LD 

023 8084 0849   

     
Hythe East     
Bob Podesta “Ramnor House” 

Sharvells Road 
Milford on Sea 

01590 644841  podesta@beeb.net  

Stan Wade* “Pathways” 
5 Jessop Close 
Hythe SO45 6AF 

023 8084 2484 stan.wade@newforest.gov.uk  

     
Hythe West     
Roger Guy 24 Lanehays Road 

Hythe 
SO45 5EA  

023 8084 5446 rogerianguy@compuserve.com  

Maureen Robinson* “Cumbria” 
36 Lower Mullins Lane 
Hythe SO45 5AF 

023 8084 5854 maureen.robinson@nfdc.gov.uk  

     

.angdown�
    

Maureen McLean* 85 Hobart Drive 
Hythe 
SO45 6FD 

023 8084 4324 maureen.mclean@nfdc.gov.uk  
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* New Forest District Councillors  
 
Officers   
David Shimpe                  Clerk to the Council                       023 8084 1411        david.shimpe@btconnect.com 
Shirley Maitland               Deputy Clerk to the Council             023 8084 1411        s.a.maitland@btconnect.com  
 
Office Opening Hours    9.00 am to 4.30 pm Monday to Friday 


