
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20 
 
Message from the Chairman 
 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Parish Council team and 
the members of the Council for their help and support in 
what has been a very challenging time for the Parish 
Council. Our staff, both in the office and outside, have 
continued to give excellent service to the people of Hythe 
and Dibden, both in the delivery of the quality Parish 
Council services and the brilliant work to make our 
community look and feel like the attractive place it is to live. 
 
I also would like to pay tribute to my fellow Council 
Members, the majority newly elected in May 2019. They 
have brought an intelligence, a commitment and focus this 
community has not had for some time in its Council and 
they will continue to improve the environment for local 
people with new ideas and positive input.  

 
This year we have had to deal with the Valleydene flooding issue, the Prospect sea wall issue along with a 
number of land and environmental challenges, which have been and are still in some cases being worked 
through. As our previous Clerk has left the Council, we are recruiting a new Clerk. In the meantime, we are 
being helped by a Locum Clerk, Tracy Predeth, who has brought considerable knowledge and experience 
to the temporary role. 
 
Hythe (Moviola) Cinema and Hythe Tuesday Market 
 
The Council continues to deliver the extra services for our community, 
which it is famous for, such as the Hythe Moviola Cinema, now in its 16th 
year, and has had many sell-out performances this year.  
 
Despite the rise of fast fashion shops like Primark, discount shops like 
Poundland, online shopping continues and the dreadful weather for the 
first quarter of 2020, the Tuesday Market continues to operate, drawing 
in much need footfall to the village centre.   
 
Mistletoe Fayre 
Over the years the Mistletoe Fayre has grown and grown. Three years ago we started a collaboration with 
Hythe Alive to look after the Christmas Lights, Hythe Pier Heritage and Hythe Library to look after Father 
Christmas and the Grotto, Waterside Cancer Support to look after the Christmas Tree and volunteer 
Adrienne Dowd and Waterside Family Church looking after the music. This year everyone hit the ground 
running and it was one of the best Mistletoe Fayres yet. 

 
Neighbourhood Planning 
One of the Council’s most important achievements was the Neighbourhood 
Plan being finally adopted by New Forest District Council after the Referendum 
in October. In the past, the Parish Council was asked for their input into the 
planning process as a courtesy but their refusal or acceptance had no real 
strength. Now, with the Neighbourhood Plan, the wishes of the local community 
must be taken into account when planning decisions are made at District and 
County level. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Community Safety 
Community safety is big on the Council’s agenda so we have put £5,000 in next year's budget to rejoin 
NFDC’s CCTV scheme so as the Hythe cameras get older they will be replaced by new ones. We have 
also started the recruitment process for our two Accredited Community Safety Officers (ACSOs) and we 
hope to have them out patrolling our streets as soon as possible in 2020. 
 
The Mystery Shop  
RevitalHythe and NFDC Economic Development worked together on a mystery shop project for the traders 
in Hythe. Businesses across Hythe Village took part in a development programme designed to help local 
businesses build and reinforce customer service and selling skills. The programme was designed to 
support the village’s retailers by allowing them to see themselves as customers do, and give them helpful 
feedback and advice. It was funded by New Forest District Council and Hythe and Dibden Parish Council. 
The project consisted of 25 independent retailers being visited by a researcher who then rated them on 
several factors including window display, interior layout and customer service. Awards were given for all 
businesses who were rated as giving ‘outstanding’ service to customers. The standards were very high with 
all 25 retailers scoring over 80% in the ratings. The overall winner was Something Old, Something New, 
who scored a fantastic 100%. 
 
“22 Miles of Sea” Exhibition  
Hythe also received some funding from the Arts Council for a partnership project with New Forest Heritage 
Centre and the Forest Forge Theatre Company. Over a series of events, local people were invited to share 
photographs and stories expressing the Waterside area’s fascinating and diverse history, working with 
playwright David Lane to bring their memories and experiences together. The exhibition ran until 8th March. 
 
Revamping and Branding  
Over the years the original Parish logo file got lost in the various upgrades to the computer system until we 
were using a copy of a copy of a copy. The time seemed right to revamp the logo and this was done by 
local graphic artist Simon Chadwick. As vehicles are replaced and uniform wears out new ones are ordered 
with the new logo so you’ll still see the old one around for a while yet. The old Parish Council website was 
no longer meeting requirements so that was also updated. It is more user friendly and we added a 'Report a 
Problem' page so that residents can report problems directly to the correct authority. Hythe Peer, the 
weekly news email, has also undergone an upgrade and has been brought in to the ‘brand family’. It has 
additional features that enable it to be forwarded to a friend and shared on social media. The new-look 
Hythe Peer saw a jump in people signing up to it in its first month.  
 
COVID-19 
Finally, we are finishing the Council year with the greatest modern challenge not only for the Council and 
the community but the world, the Covid-19 Pandemic. Our Parish Council and its Members will do all they 
can to help our community and its people through this period. By working together with other agencies and 
the community at large Hythe and Dibden will come through this. 
 
 

Cllr Malcolm Wade – Chairman of Hythe and Dibden Parish Council 
 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
The Parish Council can be contacted in the following ways: 
By post: Hythe & Dibden Parish Council, The Grove, 25 St John’s Street, Hythe, Southampton, SO45 6BZ 
Telephone: 023 80841411 (option 2). Email: tracy.predeth@hytheanddibden.gov.uk 
Website Enquiry: www.hytheanddibden.gov.uk 

 
 



 
 
 

 

Income and Expenditure Account 
31/03/18  31/03/19 

£ Income £ 

2,859.09 Agency Services Reimbursements 2,748.60 

172,015.88 Committee – Council 101,669.24 

881.24 Interest on Investments 2,902.59 

3,321.39 Other Income 3,074.25 

694,742.00 Precept 708,640.00 

2,674.89 Sale of Assets 827.64 

876,494.49 INCOME TOTAL 819,862.32 

   

 Expenditure  

4,404.40 Agency Services 4,883.66 

0.00 Capital Costs 0.00 

375,703.73 Committee-Council 395,037.46 

0.00 Interest/Repayments on Long Term 
Debts 

0.00 

1,345.34 Other Expenditure 974.00 

2,450.00 S. 137 Payments 2,387.50 

374,637.81 Salaries/Wages 423,573.39 

758,541.28 EXPENDITURE TOTAL 826,856.01 

254,625.75 Balance as at 01/04/18 234,677.61 

876,494.49 Add Total Income 819,862.32 

1,131,120.24  1,054,539.93 

758,541.28 Deduct Total Expenditure 826,856.01 

0.00 Stock Adjustment 0.00 

-137,901.35 Transfer to/from reserves 23,531.54 

234,677.61 Balance as at 31/03/19 251,215.46 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Consolidated Balance Sheet 

31/03/18   31/03/19 

£ Long Term assets  £ 

0.00 Investments  0.00 

0.00 Long Term Debts  0.00 

0.00 TOTAL LONG TERM  0.00 

 Current assets   

150,000.00 Investments 250,000.00  

0.00 Loans  Made 0.00  

0.00 Investments 0.00  

0.00 Stocks 0.00  

25,258.47 VAT Recoverable 10,910.91  

1,976.35 Debtors 173.01  

0.00 Payment in Advance 0.00  

503,380.64 Cash in Hand & at Bank 412,796.29  

680,615.46 TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  673,880.21 

680,615.46 TOTAL ASSETS  673,880.21 

 Current liabilities   

0.00 Loans received 0.00  

0.00 Temporary borrowing 0.00  

0.00 VAT Payable 0.00  

14,550.97 Creditors 14,809.41  

0.00 Receipts in Advance 0.00  

14,550.97 TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES  14,809.41 

666,064.49 TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT 
LIABILITIES 

 659,070.80 

0.00 Long Term Borrowing 0.00  

0.00 Deferred Liabilities 0.00  

0.00 Deferred Credits 0.00  

0.00   0.00 

666,064.49 NET ASSETS  659,070.80 
 

 
 

 
 
 


